Xl                                                                 INfROBUCTlON
CONSTITUTIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
' The Calcutta Council and the Select Committee
' The management of the Company's affairs in Bengal was vested, during
the period under review, in a Council and a Select Committee. The latter
had come into existence by the order of the Directors, dated 11 February
17S6.81 CorresDonding to these two bodies there were the Court of Directors
and a Secret Committee in London. When the news of the loss of Calcutta
reached the Directors, they were unable to determine who was to blame
among their servants in Bengal. Therefore, they vested the Government
at Fort William in a President and a Council of eleven members, all named
in the Court's letter. The first three in the list, Robert Give, if in Bengal,
William Watts and Major Tames Kilpatrick, were to act as Presidents, each
for a month by rotation. The-Court also named the first five persons on the
list to constitute the Select Committee, and the members composing the
Committee were "to preside monthly in turn as directed with respect to the
general Committee".82 These instructions contained in their letter dated 3
August 1757 reached Calcutta on 20 Tune 1758, but these were countermanded
by their subsequent letter dated II November 1757 which also arrived the
same day. By the first instructions the Government at Fort William was
vested in a President and Council of eleven members, with Watts,
Manningham, Becher and Holwell who headed the list and were to act
as President and Governor, each for a term of four months by rotation,
Clive had not been mentioned in the list, presumably on the presumption
that he was no longer in Bengal. But, taking the prevailing circumstances
and the eminent services of Clive into consideration, the four gentlemen
nominated to be President and Governor by rotation unanimously resolved
to renounce their position in favour of Olive. Clive, therefore, became the
sole President and Governor from 26 Tune 1758, pending directions from the
Court,83 At the same time the Select Committee was reconstituted with
the four persons mentioned above as permanent members, and Major
Kilpatrick as a fifth member to be present only when military affairs were
under consideration. The four permanent members of the Select Committee
were to preside over the Committee for four months by rotation as in res-
pect of 'the Council.*4
The composition of the Select Committee as laid down in November
1757 was revised by-an order of the Court dated 8 March 1758, according to
which dive was added to the Committee as the chief and constant presid-
ing member. By a subsequent order of 11 April the temporary member
was taken away and the Select Committee was henceforth "to consist of
five persons*' only, including the President Clive. By an order of the Court
dated 23 November 1759, the Committee was again reconstituted and it
was to consist of "Col. Clive, if on the spot, or the President for the time
being, Col, Eyre Coote, Messrs. Charles Manningham and William
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